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Welcome to the second issue of TCEDA Insights, the newsletter that provides you with highlights and updates of news and events that TCEDA is working on in the region.
Comments on the newsletter are appreciated.  If you have information that you would like added, please contact me via email at spepin@tcedaonline.com.

Executive Director Update –  by: Sharon Pepin
There have been a few changes at TCEDA, which have kept me pretty busy.  
· Visiting local businesses in the region and conducting a business survey to gather information on the economic climate, to see if any assistance is needed and to see what area businesses need in terms of support.
· Ashley Hatteberg, our communications coordinator, has accepted another position and has moved on.
· Judy Torres, our LOIS administrator, has also moved on to another position with the Peace Corps.
· Dan Pepin of Community Funding & Planning Services has taken over the administration of the LOIS (Location One Information System) database.  Dan had previous training on LOIS and has quickly picked up where Judy left off.  He will be contacting communities to ensure he has the latest information on buildings and properties available that should be listed on LOIS.  
If anyone would like more information on LOIS or has buildings and/or properties that should be listed in the database, please contact Dan at 815-541-5931.
· With the reduction in staff, the amount of office space needed is significantly less.  The TCEDA office space on Route 84 is too large and no longer meets our need.  Taking into consideration the cost associated with keeping the office open, TCEDA has decided to close the Savanna office as a cost savings measure.  Effective immediately, all correspondence should be directed to
TCEDA
P.O. Box 5
Savanna IL 61074
The new phone number for TCEDA is 800-858-5522.
· The Search Committee is in the process of interviewing potential candidates for the permanent Executive Director position.  Due to timing constraints, I have decided not to pursue the permanent position, but will continue to assist and support TCEDA.
As always, if you have questions or comments, feel free to contact me at 815-541-5991.  


Website Update
The new TCEDA website will be launched on May 12th.  The site was designed by Design Mill, who I’d to thank for all their assistance.  The new TCEDA website has a refreshing new look with loads of useful information and links to all the communities and counties in the region.  Be sure to visit the new TCEDA website at www.tcedaonline.com.
Speaking of websites – does your community or business have a website?  Is it up-to-date?  Does it have a ‘Relocation Page’ that provides needed information for people wanting to relocate to your community?  Websites are a great marketing tool to promote your community and business.  There are companies and individuals in your region that can provide professional website services.  Contact TCEDA if you need assistance.  

Did you know -
Quad-Cities Regional Economic Development Authority – as many of may have heard, Senator Jacobs has presented SB-1755 which adds Whiteside, Lee, Carroll, JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties to the Quad Cities Regional Economic Development Authority (QCREDA).  QCREDA is a group consisting of Henry, Knox, Mercer and Rock Island Counties that was created to allow bonding authority at no cost to the counties.  The main advantage would be the ability to assist large projects with financing through tax exempt bonding.  


[image: ]Business Spotlight – 
TCEDA’s first ‘Business Spotlight’ shines on Tee Lee Popcorn Company located in Shannon in Carroll County.  
Tee Lee Popcorn has been around since the early 1940’s. Its original owner, Mr. George Thiele, created the name phonetically.  Also known as Tee Lee Foods, this company used to sell horseradish and barbecue sauce as well as popcorn. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jim Weaver bought Tee Lee Popcorn in 1986.  Jim’s lifelong experience with farming and the popcorn industry made this purchase an easy and exciting decision. It was his Grandfather and Father who founded Weaver Popcorn in Indiana.  While working for the Department of Agriculture in Beltsville, Maryland, Jim discovered that the best soils in the country were in Northwestern Illinois because the prairie ground had such great water holding capacity and extremely high yields.  Jim convinced his Dad to make the move out to Lanark, Illinois where he has been farming since 1972.  It was Jim’s Grandfather, Ira Weaver, better known as “Pop” Weaver of the popular Weaver Popcorn brand, who was a preacher at the Cherry Grove Church of the Brethren of Georgetown, Illinois in the 1920’s. Diane and Ken Weaver moved to Illinois in 1991 and share ownership with Jim and Carolyn.

In 1986 Tee Lee Popcorn only serviced the local region with approximately 75,000 lbs. of popcorn annually.  This has grown to tens of million lbs. today.  90% of the popcorn is raised by Tee Lee Popcorn.  Tee Lee Popcorn stores, processes, and packages bulk popcorn and microwave popcorn under the “Prime Time” premium popcorn brand. Their popcorn is sold to 45 countries worldwide.  At Tee Lee Popcorn, we know our customers and what they like.  That’s why our popcorn pops to a full, lush, crisp, delicious flavor that the world has come to know and low.
Ken Weaver noted that “one of the great assets for Tee Lee Popcorn, Inc. is our employee pool. For whatever reason this area produces people with strong work ethics and dependable character”.    You can learn more about Tee Lee Popcorn by visiting its website at http://teeleepopcorn.com.

TCEDA’s mission is to significantly enhance economic development progress in
Northwest Illinois and beyond, as measured ultimately by job creation.

TCEDA is a private, not-for-profit 501c(6) corporation formed to develop a regional public/private partnership to promote, encourage and support industrial and economic development in Carroll, Jo Daviess and Whiteside Counties.
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